Communication Center Aspirin Protocol

JPASD does not currently operate a EMS dispatch.American Heart Association guidelines in
Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support have EMS dispatchers telling callers (patients) to take
aspirin when an Acute Coronary Syndrome (ACS) is suspected. ACS includes stable and
unstable angina and acute myocardial infarctions (AMI).

Caller/Patient ( 16 y.o.) with complaints of
chest pain and no reported stroke symptoms

:

Is the caller, the patient, or a competent
mediator between the call taker and patient?

:

Chest Pain 12 hours No—y Aspirinis NOT
J indicated
Yes
~
Two (2) or more of the following present:
® Pain radiating to jaw, shoulder, arm, or neck
®  Short of breath N
® Nausea / Vomiting o ASp"”n' is NOT
® Weakness / light headed indicated
® Cardiovascular history
® History of hypertension
® Diaphoretic (sweating)
N | J
Yes
Is the patient allergic to Aspirin?
-OR-
Any recent or current gastrointestinal bleeding?
No to both questions Yes to any ONE of the questions
Aspirin is NOT
indicated

T1f unable to determine if an aspirin was taken in the past 24 hours, consider the answer to be NO.
2 If the patient is unable to chew, they may use water. Once the patient chews the aspirin they may follow up with a few sips of water

*Guidelines based on- Stabilization of the Patient with Acute Coronary Syndromes Circulation. 2005. 8:89-91
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